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REFS: (A) ADDIS ABABA 314 (B) STATE 16816 

1 . JANUARY 21 WASHINGTON POST CARRIES PAGE 12 STORY 
ABOUT DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCEMENT THAT REPRESENTATIVES OF 
U.S. AND FOUR EUROPEAN ALLIES WILL MEET IN WASHINGTON 
SATURDAY JANUARY 21 TO DISCUSS POSSIBLE ACTIONS TO BRING 
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ABOUT A PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO OGADEN CONFLICT. BAD 
WEATHER HAS DELAYED START OF MEETING UNTIL SATURDAY 
NOON. STATE 16816 CONTAINED TRANSCRIPT OF JANUARY 
20 NOON BRIEFING IN WHICH NUMEROUS QUESTIONS WERE RAISED 
ABOUT THAT MEETING AND STATUS OF "PIPELINE" MATERIEL 
FOR ETHIOPIA (INCLUDING SPARE PARTS, TRUCKS AND SWIFT- 
SHIPS). 

2. POST STORY STATES QUOTE ETHIOPIAN AMBASSADOR AYALEW 
MANDEFRO CHARGED AT A PRESS CONFERENCE HERE YESTERDAY 
THAT THE UNITED STATES IS SUPPORTING INNER QUOTE SOMALI 
AGGRESSION END INNER QUOTE BY FAILING TO CONDEMN IT 
AND THAT CONTINUATION OF SUCH A POLICY INNER QUOTE MIGHT 
LEAD TO ETHIOPIA BREAKING RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES 
END INNER QUOTE UNQUOTE. NEW YORK TIMES PAGE 3 STORY 
STATES THAT HE QUOTE WARNED TODAY THAT A DECISION BY THE 

UNITED STATES TO PROVIDE MILITARY AID TO SOMALIA WOULD BE 
INNER QUOTE A VERY VERY BIG ERROR END INNER QUOTE AND 
MANDEFRO ALSO CRITICIZED PRESIDENT CARTER FOR NOT 
CONDEMMING SOMALIA ON ITS INVOLVEMENT IN THE OGADEN 
CONFLICT END QUOTE. 

3. DEPARTMENT SHARES EMBASSY'S VIEW THAT AYALEW 
STATEMENT MAY WELL BE DESIGNED FOR HOME CONSUMPTION 
RATHER THAN REFLECTING SUBSTANTIVE SIGNAL OF ETHIOPIAN 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 STATE 017243 

INTENTIONS. HE HAS CONFIRMED PRIVATELY TO AF/E DIRECTOR 
POST THAT, ALONG WITH ETHIOPIAN AMBASSADORS IN SEVERAL 
WESTERN EUROPEAN CAPITALS. HE WILL BE RETURNING TO ADDIS 
SHORTLY ON CONSULTATIONS. 

CHRISTOPHER 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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